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Theory

• Annual data
– Calendar year
– Other years (e.g. fiscal year)

• Use these consistent over time or
• Recalculate to calendar year

• Periodic data (every xx year)
– Trend available?  extrapolation
– Surrogate data?

• Other (international data source: UN, IEA, Eurostat…)
• Related data

– Combined with (later) recalculation(s)



Options

• New time series: Overlap
• Missing years, in between: Interpolation

– Ensure this is in line with drivers
• Missing data since a moment: 

– trend extrapolation
• Ensure this is in line with drivers

– Surrogate date
• Based on the situation
• Based on other countries
• Default (+ corrections)

• Others  (Modelling) ?



Consistent Overlap



Trend interpolation



Extrapolation, periodic data



Summary, IPCC 2006



Documentation

• Internal documentation
– Research for available data
– Decision on the selected source(s)
– Worksheets
– Discussion papers

• External documentation
– Report(s)
– (Scientific) paper(s)



Summary

• Ensure that data in ‘older’  years are 
consistent with the actual years

• Prioritise capacity (money, people) to improve 
quality of data in coming years and not for 
older years: use gap filling

• Document to prove your outcome



Questions?
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